EcolLogic

Oh for Pete’s Sake, St. Patrick’s Day is Green Too!

-the green heretic

Happy St. Patrick’s Day - | hope you had your tiiadal green pint for breakfast; | know
| did. Now, nutritiously fortified with all the gminess of fermented malted barley, |
blunder on to the sentiment for the day.

Have you ever had a feeling of green overload?t ytwa can’'t get away from it? Green
this, eco that, enviro, natural, organic, eartérfdly, tree hugging, nimby babble; that the
next thing green that comes your way, you're gdmmd? Sure you have, that’s why you
don’t read my articles. For the last five monthg slaved over every edition of
EcoLogic and somehow | get the sense that it's/falbn deaf eyes. And | can’t say as |
blame you.

So what percentage of this green stuff is hype®fat? most of it? Certainly not none
of it? | think there is still much vagueness e, definitely a lack of a definitive
direction, but that hasn’t contained the groundbwiehssociated activity and unfounded
claims. Even the global warming issue still hasagimy forces; Exxon / Mobil employs
scientists too, you know. There is a term thatldeen in use for over a decade that you
may have heard of; ‘greenwash’. This is whereragamy puts more effort into
advertising greenness than it does into actuallygogreen. But then again being green
seems to be more a measure of shade and lessfofrody to an exact empirically
structured standard; although LEED (LeadershipriarBy and Environmental Design)
Green Building Rating System™ does seem to haee@gnized standard for the
building industry anyway.

There are many products on the market that pradebs ‘green’ or natural or eco-
friendly that may or may not be so or may or mayewen work. | had the misfortune of
accidently purchasing a natural flea repellentnfigrdog recently with a less than
desirable outcome. The product had all ‘naturajredients and smelled great, like a
spiced cranberry muffin. At best, the productaldolutely nothing and at worst it
actually attracted the pest. In this case, it se@srthough you would want some highly
toxic carcinogenic agent at work, spreading ddadpgefully confined to the siphonaptera
order, and not some benign aromatic concoctionyimatcould add to your coffee.

There are other examples of green goods that damik, which ultimately add to
pollution because you have to discard the nonperifag item and purchase something
that really works. However, over the years, theree been improvements in some of
these things, most notably recycled paper. | reb@ when there used to be bits of
wood interspersed throughout the sheet and yowalhchad to write around them. I'm
sure there are other examples and as this ‘industijures more we can make more
sense out of it.



In the meantime, we’ll do what we can. Let’s keepycling (that still seems to make
sense) & using CFLs (compact fluorescent light $uthay be a good idea too, but more
on that next month.



